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Juiy, That as mv Lord Keeper Actcd with much Honum,' and did his Luty for the 
publick good, in Reporting my Letter before mentio:1d to the Houſe of Feers, 10 on the 
contrery Sir Geor2e i reby, in _retuling to Read or Report iy Letter, or Petition to the 
Houle, l:as not only deny*'d Juſtice, and put a ſtop to this neceflary Diſcovery, and Con- 
eributed to protect thoſe Criminals that ought to be brought to Juſtice : But has alfo 
given a pretident to Encourage Evil Practices, and Deſtroy the Liberty of the ſubje& by 
taking away che Petit.on Right. For if Officers and Miniſters of Truſt AQ Corruptly, 
and Oppreſs the People, ard there be no way to appeal from their Juſtice but to Parliz- 
ment, they ſuch Appeal or Couiplaint muſt be by Petition ; Bur it the known Liberty 
am! Right of Petrwamng be Ceftroy'd, our Laws are IneffeCtual and all great 
Men become I awleis, none being able to bring them to anſwer their Crunes : 
And if our Laws are not put in Execution, they are un effeft Diſcontinud arid Aboliſh, 
And if Laws be the: Foundation ſupport and upholder of Government, Ther 
whatever Goverament wants will or ſtrength to affert its own Law's, and bring offen- 
dcis to Juſtice mutt n<2ds Le ina very weak and Tottering Condition and near a period, 
and this ou ro 2 matter of great forrow, to all thinking Men that wiſh the proſperi- 
ty of ther Counry, ti however, f]ghtly it may be thought of *tis certainly a moſt 
jo:cand ae: 2ous INicaſe, and Requires a {pecdy and ſtrong purge, or *twill be paſt 
CUTCc. 

And theretore in ſhort, 1# there be any Law in Ez21zxd, to puniſh thoſe hanious 
Crimes that 1 heve oftcr'd to prove, I do and ſhall inſiſt on, and Demani it as my Birth 
Ripit, ro be Speedily and Legally heard upon my ictition, and Articles now lying in 
the Houle of Peers - Nor doubting bur by their Lordſhips Wiſdom, Prudence and Mo- 
deration, matters may f0on be Regyulzr2d 10 the Happineſs of the King and 
Kingdom. 


R obert Crosfeild. 
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The Neceſſity of altering the preſent OATH. OF ALLE- 
GIANCE made evident : Alſo the DECLAR ATION 


Stgned by above 28000 in Lancaſhire, when they 
expetted arlate French Invaſion, Compared mith the 
ASSOCIATION Szened in this Preſent Parlia- 


ment. 


MeaLETTER tos Noblimm. 


F, My Lord, it were poſſible for any private con- 
fidcration to add to the ſatisfattion your Lord- 
ſ-ip has, in the happy Diſcovery of that Horrid 
Plot againſt his Majeſties Perſon, and Government, 
which is now too big to be Conceal'd; I might 
blicve it would be a particular pleaſure, to be freed 
0m that Charatter, which Men o grea Moderation in 
& Cauſe of God and thetr Cownrey, athx to thoſe, who, 
Llieving that the moſt will alt according to their avow- 
« Principles, have long defired to come to a diftintion 
«w, by Principle, are againſt the Government, and 
$1007 It, 
This the Z/ouſe of Commons have done in great Mca- 
ure, by their Voluntary afſectation, in which they have 
Ltancxcellent Exagaplc to all Societies of Men among 
5; and claim theMonour of being before hand with 
the Peoplez as they , in the time of Queen Elizaberb, 
we with the Parliament, which rejoyced to ratify 
what they worthily did, without ſtanding nicely upon 
Ancient Forms, 

But certain{s, the Wiſdom of former Ages, has 

louzht no Publick Aſſociations ſufficiently Solemny with- 
0:t an 0ath, which invokes. the Almighty for a Wirnels 
«1 Party to what-is declared before Men : and they 
vho world not be Sworn Brethren to defend the King 
a. Kingdom,were delſervedly accountedous-laws, it nor 
kiemics, 
Nor need 1 enquire what your Lordſhip thinks of 
w, who value the reputation of rheir Coar or Pty, 
Ethan the ſecurity of our Religion, Laws, ant Liber- 
eg 2nd who are fo blindly partial, as to atlcit it to 
toimpoic the Sacramental Iſt, as a mcans to pr:- 
te Peare by an uniformity in what they call tc 4v- 
of th-ir Courtrey ; and yet will facrifice the cf{enti- 
our R<lizion, and a Government, winch js the 
Vithle ſecurity for that and us; rather than 
1 hound be thought to depart from Princi- 
Yo repentcd of, or to ſuffer for an obſtinate ad- 
az to cm, againſt Senſe, Conviction, and their 
Mxtice at the beginning of this Kevolutiony which 
a. only complyed with, but courted. by their greateſt 
of, 


| | Jome 77m raus Peliticians would be againſt Profecu- 
\ Pi alvantages, which a moſt propitious provi- 
_ !*5 into our Hands g leaſt if our Enemies ſhould 
F011 ſhould profit of the Precedents for thoir 
:» it by us. But 


© —— / 


1. Thcy who always att in fear of theic Eacmics 
are never likely to ſubdue *em. 

2. "The others will never regard Precedents , when 
they have power of doing miſchicf, 

3- Not to diſable is to encourage 'em, and all gcn- 
tle uſage to (luch Ivgenerous Natures, as appears by 7e- 
cent experience, 1s but warming the Snakes tiil they get 
ſtrength to ſtiag. 

4- Notto dilarm an Enemy in our power, is a very 
abluri cect of fear. 

5. Tf that whereby we might diſable the Enemy, 
relate to /-tiviledges; they who will hazard Life and all, 
rather than deprive thote of the Priviledges of FE» gitſh 
Men,who juſtly forfeit *em,are as illPatriors as Politict.ors, 

Whercetore I take leave here to lay betore 
your Lor ſhip, an Aiflratt of thoſe reaſons, which long 
ſince convinced me, .That the Government would be 
greatly wanting to it (elf, if it ſhould not preſs tor a 
farther caution tor the fidelity of the Subject, than can 
be had from the Oath of Allzgiance, appointed by the 
late Act of Parliament ; and that, it they who contr!- 
butcd to the preſent jertlemerr, or are for the right of it, 
exprels a foolith tenderneſs for thoſe, who ſcruple all 
Oaths Declar.:tory of the Right, and engaging to Defend 
it ; they will acterve, what has for the moſt part been 
their fate, to be delpi>'d, and trampled on, whatever 
fide is uppermoſt, | 

Upon which occaſion I cannot but apply the Odbvler- 
vation of Ploughing with aa ox and an Afs, to the 74- 
pifls uting the Services of the ory, and the Ihigg. 

The Oath appointed by the lace AH is this, 


«* I Do ſurcerely Promiſe and Swear, That I will be Faith- 
© ful, aud bew True Allegiance 1 Their Majckics, 
© Kg William &:d Queen Mary, 

Upon which I may obſerve. 

1. That this Oath is conceived in tewer Terms, 
than ever any Oath to the Government, required at 
Common Law, or by Starute, 

2. The Omiſhons are very material ; an4 ſeem to 
have been contriv'd by fome to leave theml._lve; and 
their Friends a dehgn'd Latitude, by others to draw 
Men in to Swear Al2g/zc2and ro urge the true Import 
of the Oath upon them, who might think themicis. > 
under no Obligation ro dutend this Gorernment, rot- 
withſt inling the Oath ; for 115328 
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fy 11 counts the Oath appears detective, 
not to obviaio the known and common cevation, woul:l 
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Icr It, 
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Conieguently, tho' /Zis Mijeſty may be ſecurcd 


th of many who tale the Oath 3 they not 
1 cnough to underſtan.tthe thin-ſpun evaſions 

| others ſeem on quict their Conſciences, or 

to 10 uw their Reputation all that with well ro the 
112 , and indeed to the Peace of this Kingdom, are 
bet! to ule their endeavours for anuther Oath of 
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Oath exprelly declaring the Right, would jr 


thing new; unlets mn the penalty fer retuta? 
15. Ailcgiance to tor Prince, 43 m1 its © 
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* Kingdom as well as tlic King, $ and the 
tbie&ts of this Realm, arc in a double rc 
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having been duly and Authorit 
Clare, that the Late King had broken th 
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20. If fear be more prevalent than 18 


It werCc to be thought that Men ſhould 
to be under the obi:gation of an Oath, 
rinzthe Detence of the ſettlement 3 that 
ſhould happen, thy mig 
their honeſt endeavours to h. & prevente: 
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of this Land, the Oh. cation 
15 reciprocal ; an: the 5uljucts arc as much 
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conteffor, That for the moſt part It Wero tuiirablc, thi 
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dent anticipation. 


Certaim ut js, I and thc numbers 6! 
liry, i G IY, with thc bo.ty of Tx COMIN 
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who are for maintaining the Ad of 5 mefones's, wi 


wW tertth Ip. 
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tamcely vive It up; But had much rather knew be? 

han, wt ad who are trgerber, Bur will it ever be ] 

lievcd in Stor\ , I hat any who were inſtrumental in 2! 

late / i, ant Serioment, and arc, by Priacipt . 
th t of this Governmcat, ſhould b- 2 ink w | 
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"Iect the Procvideice 
We Auwiwrity 10 their« Opinions, if they themiclts « of 
aid not Faht evaintt it ? Becauſe Nicn, who come ro); 
ng with thc Blau of the beſt of our Fat» iors upon 'ornt, 
ey Party ; (hall the Sons or Fricmw}; 
( NY: their Comtiey, be charms out of 

thr 5 » 0 nn thole Szau's amore the rophers 
us hot ff will toon be over, and give wav to 
ottior Pando, which Its Fong plagued this INatlion 

| of thole very Men, 
lt? 14] moſt uriler its 

| can hardly think em fo weak, to imagine that this 
ny Vaiy, (pavn'd rrom the Corruption of 
Reigns, thoilld help to eſtabliſh them at the 
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Yer Femmot but hope, t0 lee thum convin 
Vauity of tich Expectations, by the eftabliikment ot 
an 0b ty maintain the Att of Serntemert. 

In which, tht there would be the entire ure. 
rac of the Buly of this Nation; betides oy oY 
2 Wments, may appayr, trogr the unanimit w 
tftants of Lacaihing 3 wh, tho" the T; 2 iq 
tend to almoſt equal Numbers, yet at the v« 
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blance to ca.h other. 0 


Ty the hind and (ures mofl Excelient 
Majejty. The humble Peclaration of the 

Nobility, Gentry, Militia,and Commonal- 

ty of the County Patatine of \.ancaliter. 


WW © Your Maftics moſt duritul an! obedicnt 
/ : : mM a ” . X 
x Subjz&s, being fully fati>fied in our Con- 
© ſciences , That Your Majeſtics are the [awful and 
£ . h / - oy * '4 nods f t] le R Ins p TT | bh. 
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* borrt;g their Principles, who, either refuſe 20 ſwoar Al- 


© legiance to Your Majeftics z or, if they have worn, 


© declare, they are not bound 79 aſſiſt Your Majeſties ; 
© in con{-quence of which, it is too evident; that there 
* has been groar treachery in many of Your Majcftics 
2 Subjetts ; 'Thcorefore do declare, That we arc ready 
© 2nd reſfolv'd to draw our Swords, ani] venture our 
© Lives and | fatcs, in Defence of Your Majcſties Per- 
© ſons and Government, againſt all the Force of Foreign 
© Enemics, an of them at Home, who, that their 
* Plot might paſs unobſerved, have traduccd Your Ma- 


« jeſties moſt Loyal Sub (ts, as Cutunming a Common;- 


« wealth : but have mae it manifeſt, that themſelves | 
* were for the Fro Monarchy and Kirg : who by the | 


<cvil Counſcls of Men, thinking of nothing morc than 
*to enſlave thcir Country, has been taught and cna- 
«bled to build Ships, and to arrive to that Power, 
© which haz brought ſo many Calamities upon Your 


*Majceſtics Dominions ; From which we are delivered, | 


| 
| 
| 
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| 


*throvgh the Reſolution and \Viſlom of Your Maje- 
« ſtics, in an extraordinary manner, blcts'a by God, and 
© admircd by Your Subjetts 3 in whoſe Hearts Your >Ma- 
: jcſtics ontircly CISNs 


&2 7:3 Dcclaration was ſubſcribed by above Twenty eight 
Thoutad Perſons, and pref: need by the Earl of Mac- 
AcStcld, whom they woul.l 1eadily have followed into 
ol C I cc I's, 


is) 
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The Aſſeciation , ſul ſcribed by near Fur 


Hundred Members of the Houſe of Cum- 


Mons. 


0 Hrereas therc has been a horrul an dutcfiable 
y y y Conlpiracy, tormcd and carried on by Pa- 
. piſts, and other wicked and traitcrous Pr. 
| * ſons, for Aiſaſhnating His Majeſtics Roval Perſon, in 
© order to incouraze an Invahon from' Fravxce, to ſub- 
* vert Our Religivn, Laws, and Liberties ;: We whoſe 
* Names are hereunto ſubſcriked, do heartily, fincere. 


G Iv, and folemuly, protcts, teſtific, an declare, | liat 
* His preſent Majcity, King WILL1TAM, is kightful 
and Lawful Ktrg of theie Realms. And we do muty- 
© ally Promile and Engage, to ſtand by, and aſift each 
* other, to the utmoit of our Power, in the Sup- 
© port and Defence of His Majeſty's moſt Sacred 
* Perſon and Government, againſt the late (ing Jamey, 
* an all his Adhcrents. Anil in caſe His Majeſty come 
*to any violent or untimely Death ( which God for- 
© hid ) we do hereby further, trecly, and unanimouſly 
© oblige our ſclves, to unite, atfociate, and ſtand by 
| * each other, in Revenging the ſame upon His Ence- 
| 


—__ 


* mies, and their Adherents z and in Supporting and 
* Defentling the Succefhon of the Crown ; accorting to 
* an Att made in the tirſt Year of the Reign of King 
*I/Uuam and Queen Mary, intituied, An at d-claring 
6 the Rights and Liberttc s of ike Subjects, ail Senlirg the 
« Succeſſion of the Crown. 


Since which, the whole Houſe of Peers. except 11 Ten:- 
poral ad 2 Spiritual Lords, have ſubſcribed an 
Aﬀociation much the ſame. 


Uch inde. 4 15 the Vertue ot the Common Men of 
g Engl o:4, That Danger but unitcs and ſtirs *em up, 
tor atting, in the Defence Gt the Kingdom, 

And 1 muft fay, the Nobility clpccially, are in In- 
tercſt as well as Gratitude, oblized to do their utmoſt 
to prelerve a Government, which has reſtored to them 
tar Sccurity, in relation to ther Trials, which they 
he't been deprive of from the time of Zen. VII. and 
wWiich muſt ſtand and fall with the Ad of Senlement, 

If cither the King, or Princcls Am, ſhould be inclif- 
icrent 121 this Matter, prcluming upon the Aﬀettions 


Res ; "IF / 7-_ 


of the People ; I am fure they, who wiſh well to #- 
g!a14, ought to look upon it as their Concern : Such 
an Oath being as necctfary tor their Safety, as it can 
be either for His Majeſty, or the Princeſs, 

In whoſe undivided Intcreft, that a true Love tor 
your Country, has ſettled your Lordſhip's Judgment, 
muſt be believed by all, who have the Honour to Con- 
verſe with Tour Lordſhip 5 But by no 'Man with morz 
firm Grounds of Certainty, than by 


(My LORD, ) 


Your Lordſhip's moſt F airbful 


Humble Sery wit, 
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